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DATE CLAIMER: Monday November 21-Thursday November 24 

Summer of disasters, access block and ED demand, atrial fibrillation, “golden hour” of trauma care irrelevant in remote areas, obesity, sepsis, antibiotics, children with croup, brain attacks in children, and more at the annual scientific meeting of the Australasian College for Emergency Medicine.

· Sydney Convention Centre
· Conference convenor: Dr Susan Hertzberg, Acting Director, Emergency Department, Prince of Wales Hospital, Randwick, phone 0407 500 680

· Australasian College for Emergency Medicine, phone 03 9320 0444

· Media contact: Marilyn Bitomsky, phone 07 3371 3057, 0412 884 114

Detailed releases will be issued closer to presentation.
Monday November 21 

16.15 Atrial fibrillation incidence increasing in Australia – and many don’t know they have it. Professor Ben Freedman, Professor of Cardiology at Concord Hospital, and Deputy Dean of Sydney medical School, will present the latest information on AF.
Tuesday November 22
People suffering trauma injuries in remote areas of Western Australia have a four times greater risk of death than those in metropolitan areas, a Western Australian study has found. Professor Daniel Fatovich, Professor of Emergency Medicine at the University of Western Australia, will tell the conference that the “golden hour” of trauma care is irrelevant in rural areas. He will speak on this issue at 14.15 on Wednesday but this media release will be issued on Tuesday and he will be available for interview on both days.
Obesity does not adversely affect assistance required or emergency department length of stay, a new study has found. Interestingly, obese patients had a lower death rate than non-obese patients during this study period. Professor David Taylor, Director of Emergency and General Medicine Research at the Austin Hospital in Melbourne, will describe these latest findings at 13.45 on Thursday, but this media release will be issued on Tuesday and he will be available for interview on both days.

Wednesday November 23

15.30-1700 Summer of disasters – the Christchurch earthquake, Japan earthquake and tsunami, Pakistan floods, Queensland floods and cyclone. These were all disasters for the people involved, and hospital emergency departments can experience huge surges in patient numbers at such times. Sometimes, even the hospitals have to be evacuated. What lessons have been learned from these disasters and are we prepared for the next round? The session will be chaired by Dr Bruce Bartley, emergency physician from the Emergency Department at Geelong Hospital. 
At 13.30, Dr Bartley will also speak on useful strategies for dealing with a sudden surge in the number of patients attending the Emergency Department in “a bad day at the office – when disaster strikes”. This is a published consensus paper produced by the ACEM disaster subcommittee.

Thursday November 24

10-45-12.15 Access block and ED demand: The latest national access block point prevalence study, presentations to emergency departments increasing at approximately twice the rate of population growth, doubts that the 4-hour treatment target in 2012 is achievable, and a study showing the rate of patient attendances has increased since the introduction of the 4-hour rule in WA (the only state with the rule already in place). All of these issues and more will be covered in a session focusing on this very serious challenge to emergency departments, a problem which politicians don’t seem to be able to fix.
11.15 Sepsis kills: new focus on early treatment benefits. Dr Chris Jenkins, emergency physician at John Hunter Hospital in Newcastle, will tell the conference about advances being made in treatment of sepsis.
11.45 Although antibiotics are invaluable therapeutic agents that have saved many lives, increasing resistance to them following overuse represents a major public health threat. At the same time, the antibiotic pipeline is diminishing. Dr Thomas Gottlieb, an infectious diseases physician from Concord Hospital will tell the conference that increased length of stays, increased costs, and death have all been associated with multiresistant organisms.
13.45 Children with croup can be treated with corticosteroids and benefit from these drugs much earlier than previously thought, and much earlier than the Cochrane Collaboration and other reviews suggest. Clinical Professor Gary Geelhoed from the Emergency Department at the Princess Margaret Hospital for Children in Perth will describe the latest advances in treatment. This media release will be issued prior to the conference and Professor Geelhoed will be available for interview at that time.

14.15 Complicated migraine is the most common cause of brain attacks in children, and symptoms and signs are similar to those of stroke. Michelle Lee, 4th year medical student at the University of Melbourne, will present findings of a new study. Co-researchers Dr Mark Mackay and Associate Professor Franz Babl will be available for interview. This media release will be issued prior to the conference and Dr Mackay and Professor Babl will be available for interview at that time.
